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Obituary.
DEPUTY SURGEON-GENERAL HENRY CAYLEY,

C.M.G., F.R.C S. ENG., I.M.S., A.K.C.,
HONORARY SURGEON TO THE KING.

THE announcement of the death of Deputy Surgeon-
General Cayley in last week’s papers came as a shock to
most of those who were included in his large circle of friends,
for it was most unexpected even by many of those who knew
him best. Of a spare build, addicted to the joys of the

saddle, shooting, and golf, and to most field sports, he led a

temperate life which might have been expected to be pro-
longed for many years. His fatal illness is reported to have
been the result of a fall from his horse while on active
service in South Africa, on the occasion of which he
fractured several ribs and received other injuries. He

passed away at Leavesden, Weybridge-to which beautiful
neighbourhood he retired on vacating his appointment at
Netley-on March 19th in the seventieth year of his age.
He was buried at Weybridge cemetery on March 23rd.
Henry Cayley was a scion of the old family of Cayley

which was settled at Owby in the thirteenth century, a
member of which subsequently purchased the estate of

Brompton in Yorkshire and there resided in early Stuart
times. His ancestor, Sir William Cayley of Brompton, was
knighted by Charles I. and was created a baronet by
Charles II. soon after the Restoration as a reward for services
and loyalty during the Civil Wars. From this Sir William
Cayley the subject of this memoir was but fourth in descent,
a rare example of five generations extending over a period of
300 years and one which is mainly accounted for by the late
periods in life at which his progenitors entered the bonds of
matrimony. Henry Cayley was one of a large family ; of his
six brothers, the third, Sir Richard Cayley, is an ex-Chief
Justice of Ceylon, while the fifth, Dr. William Cayley, is
well known as the accomplished physician who has been
so many years connected with the Middlesex Hospital.
Henry Cayley was born on Dec. 20 th, 1834, and was the

fourth son of the late Edward Cayley, J. P., and Frances, a
daughter of the Rev. Richard Twopeny, M.A., rector of Little
Casterton in Rutlandshire. At an early age he entered the
medical school of King’s College Hospital where he proved to
be a painstaking and methodical student. At the end of his
curriculum, towards the close of the year 1855, when just 21
years of age, he was enrolled as a Member of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England. He entered the Bengal
army as an assistant surgeon shortly before the Indian

Mutiny, served through it, and received the medal when
the hostilities were brought to a successful termination. His
bent was, however, rather towards the civil than the military
side of the great service of which he was a member and, an
opportunity occurring, use was made of his special know-
ledge of diseases of the eye to appoint him to the chair of
ophthalmic surgery in the Calcutta Medical College. This

appointment he held for many years ; the position brought
him a large and ever-increasing special practice and great
practical knowledge. His skill in the extraction of
cataracts and in other operations connected with the eye
is still remembered in Calcutta, where his influence in the
medical school was great. He was duly elected to a Fellow-

. ship of the University of Calcutta. He became a Fellow of
the Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1886 and, a year
later, on April 29th, 1887, he retired from the Bengal army
with the rank of deputy surgeon-general and after a service
which extended over a period of more than 30 years. Soon
after his return to this country he settled down at Elm Grove,
Watford. It was at about this time that he was appointed
a member of the Medical Board at the India Office, of
which Sir Joseph Fayrer was then the President, but before
he finished the usual term of membership, owing to the
unexpected death of Dr. D. B. Smith (1889) a vacancy
occurred in the Army Medical School at Netley. The pro-
fessorship of military and tropical medicine was rendered
vacant; it was offered to Cayley and was accepted by
him. At Netley Cayley had a difficult position to fill : his
lectures were rather severely criticised. He practically suc-
ceeded to the chair of Surgeon-General Maclean (for Dr.
Smith’s tenure of the post had been but a short one),
whose flow of language and wonderful descriptive power
had brought the diseases of the tropics vividly before the
young officers in a way that will never be forgotten and is

a treasured memory to many. Cayley, although a teacher
of considerable experience in India, was not gifted with a
good delivery or with any pleasing flow of language, and
these circumstances, taken with his rather diminutive stature,
quiet, almost shy, manner, and rather low intonation, caused
at first a want of appreciation. It was, however, soon found
that his lectures were prepared in a most careful and con-
scientious manner. In respect to his previous opportunities
as a teacher it was no fault of his that he was placed in a
difficult position at Netley, but it was the fault of a system
which could convert, by a touch of the pen, an ex-professor
of ophthalmology into a professor of medicine. It is certain
that he strove to make himself the master of all modern
methods of diagnosis and he followed Dr. Smith’s example
of spending a considerable period each day in the wards of
the hospital and aiding the young officers in the diagnosis
and treatment of their cases. In him his colleagues found a
loyal supporter on all questions which concerned the well-
being of the school and as a member of the senate he did all
he could to strengthen the position of the executive. His
quiet, sympathetic manner with the suffering, his straight-
forwardness, his true kindness of heart, and his considera-
tion for others will ever form a bright example and will be
remembered by those who were at any time his colleagues.

After holding the professorship for about seven years
and on reaching the age limit Cayley finally retired
and it was thought that his connexion with the army
was closed. He settled at Cherrahurst, Weybridge, where
he continued his active outdoor life. When he retired from
India in 1887 he brought back to this country a settled habit
of early rising which we believe he never relaxed. While at
Netley it was a common thing to meet him in the neighbour-
hood taking a canter soon after dawn or to find him return-
ing after an early swim. He was a warm advocate of yacht-
ing both as a source of pleasure and as a means of restoring
health and we doubt if any other member of the Royal
Southern Yacht Club derived greater satisfaction from this
pursuit than did Henry Cayley, although his boat was only a
tiny craft. His retirement from Netley, however, was not
destined to mean the last of his public services. The South
African war was being waged, there rang through England a
note which told of the need of more hospitals and officers
to administer them ; he heard the call of duty and re-
sponded, though he had nearly completed his sixty-fifth year.
He offered his services to the War Office and was chosen to

proceed to the front as the senior officer of the Scottish
National Red Cross Hospital, with the rank and title of
colonel. In South Africa he did most excellent service,
never sparing himself, while his tact and kindly manner
helped to make the paths easy for those who had actually to
minister to the sick and wounded. He was mentioned in

despatches and at the end of the war he returned to this
country in the best of health and spirits. He received as his
outward reward the South African and the Queen’s medals
and the decoration of the third class of the Order of
St. Michael and St. George. But there was another and a

higher reward which came to him and which, though un-
spoken, was accorded to him by his friends ; it arose from
the fact that when advanced in years, in a time of trouble,
he had given up luxury and ease to undergo certain hard-
ship and great danger More recently he was gazetted
" Honorary Surgeon to the King." On his return he again
settled at Weybridge where he purchased the home in
which he passed his last days.
He married on July 10th, 1862, Letitia Mary, daughter of

the Rev. Nicholas Walters, and by her had a family of six
sons and two daughters. Three of his sons are serving His
Majesty- two in the army and one in the navy. The second
son, Dr. Cyril Henry Cayley, is now divisional health officer
of the city of Bombay. Of his two daughters, the elder
is married to Mr. Charles MacLeod, a Calcutta merchant,
and the younger to Lieutenant-Colonel H. R. Whitehead,
F.R C.S. Eng., R.A M.C., who is now in medical charge of
the Herbert Hospital at Woolwich. To his widow and to his

family we tender our sincere sympathy. We knew something
of the man and what he was in his home. To the younger
generation he was not only the father but also the companion
and friend. 

____

GEORGE RIGDEN, M.R.C.S. ENG., L.S.A.
Mr. George Rigden, who died at his residence in

St. George’s-place, Canterbury, on March 21st, was one

of the oldest inhabitants of the cathedral city and a

veritable link with the past. His last illness was of only
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a few days’ duration, although his health had been failing
for a considerable time and he had been confined to the
house for several months. Mr. Rigden was born at

Wingham, in Kent, on Dec. 30th, 1815, so that at
his death he was in his eighty-ninth year. His school
education was received at Sandwich and Ramsgate and his
medical training was obtained at University College, London,
where he obtained a silver medal. In 1837 he became
qualified as L.S.A. and was admitted a Member of the

Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1844. In 1837
he did temporary duty at the Canterbury Dispensary, to
which he was shortly afterwards appointed surgeon and

secretary, capacities in which he acted until 1900. He
took much interest in questions relating to public health
and was one of the pioneer contributors to the literature
of the subject, his personal observations being published
in his Report on the Sanitary Condition of Canterbury" 
and "Vital Statistics of Canterbury." As a practitioner
Mr. Rigden was perhaps best known as an accoucheur ; he
was at an early period of his career convinced of the utility
of anaesthetics in midwifery cases; he was also a strong
advocate of the forceps and even applied them on one occa-
sion when he was over 80 years of age. In 1881 he published
in the Transactions of the Obstetrical Society a "Statistical
Report of 5682 consecutive Cases of Midwifery occurring in
Private Practice." During 1891-92 he was president of the
South-Eastern branch of the British Medical Association
As a memorial of his having practised in Canterbury for 50
years he presented to the city a drinking fountain which
stands at the corner of Station-road, St. Dunstan’s. Mr.
Rigden married in 1842 and had a numerous family. His
wife survives him and their diamond wedding " was cele-
brated two years ago ; their four sons are all in the medical
profession. The funeral took place on March 24th and was
attended by a large number of persons, including practically
all the medical men of the city.

Medical News.
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER.-At 

(

examinations held in the Faculty of Medicine in March (
the following candidates were successful :-- 

FINAL EXAMINATION. 1
Part I.-Francisco da Cunha and H. S. Dixon, Owens ; John Dixon,
R. G. Dixon, and Harold Fearnley, Yorkshire; R. L. Ferguson,
Owens; Alfred Gough and H. S. Harling, Yorkshire; Robert
Haslam, Owens; W. B. Hill, J. J. Rummel, and A. J. Landman,
Yorkshire; G. C. Mort, Owens; C. N. Smith, Yorkshire; Harold
Spurway, and Douglas Wardleworth, Owens; and Frederick 
Whalley and F. W. B. Young, Yorkshire. 

Part IL-P. W. Ashmore. Yorkshire; John Battersby and J. W. 
Hartley, Owens; F. W. Hayes and S. L. Heald, Yorkshire; W. G. 
Kinton, W. Y. Martin, Stuart Murray, and S. H. Ryan, Owens;
and Bertram Suggitt, Yorkshire. 

1

CONJOINT EXAMINATIONS IN IRELAND BY THE
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND THE ROYAL COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS.-The following candidates have passed the
preliminary examination :-

P. N. Allman, J. J. Blake, F. Cassidy, D. F. Curran, H. P. Hensy,
A. Humphreys, W. S. Johnston, A. R. Mallet, J. Moynihan,
J. T. O’Boyle, M. C. O’Hara, F. E. Preston, B. Reilly, S. Robinson,
Israel Scher, G. C. Sneyd, R. H. F. Taaffe, M. Tobin, B. Wallace,
J. F. Williamson, and R. A. Wright.

DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS.-The Prince of
Wales has sent a donation of .E50 to the Dorset County
Hospital.
A vaccination grant has been awarded by the

Local Government Board to Mr. S. H. Rentzscb, Week
St. Mary, for the third time in succession.
DEATH OF A CENTENARIAN.-Mrs. M. Bishop,

who died at Crediton recently, was 103 years old.

THE DEVONSHIRE HOSPITAL.-The report of
the committee of management of the Devonshire Hospital
and Buxton Bath Charity for the year 1903 states that 2916
in-patients have been admitted during the year, being 247
less than in the previous year. The number of out patients
admitted was 209. The average number of patients daily in
the hospital was 192’5. The average cost per week of each
in-patient has been 15s. 92/3d. In connexion with this charity
there is a Samaritan fund for the purpose of helping needy

patients to return to their homes. The hospital, which com-
menced its beneficent work in the year 1859, has, since its
inception, cured or relieved nearly 76,000 patients and the
constantly widening sphere of its usefulness entails a heavy
expenditure.
A MEDICAL CRICKETER.-Mr. E. M. Grace,

M.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C P. Edin., the secretary of the Glou-
cestershire County Cricket Club, is in his sixty-third year.
He has made 72,217 runs and taken 10,815 wickets during
his cricket career and will doubtless increase these totals
considerably during the coming season.
THE LATE MR. J. P. RICHARDS.-Mr. Joseph

Peeke Richards, who died at his residence, 6 Freeland-road,
Ealing, on March 22nd, in his sixty-fourth year, was a

native of Plymouth. He received his medical education at
King’s College, London, and became qualified as M.R.C S.
Eng. and L.S.A. in 1863. He entered on lunacy practice as
assistant medical officer at the Devon County Lunatic
Asylum and was subsequently appointed medical super-
intendent of the female department of the London County
Asylum at Hanwell.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.-

The following candidates having passed the necessary
examination have been admitted Fellows of the College:
Mr. J. H. Barrs, L.S.A. Lond. (Burton-on-Trent), and Mr.
W. F. Law, M.B., B Ch Dub. (British Guiana).-At a

meeting of the President, vice-president, and council, held
on March 24th the following motion was passed unani-

mously :-
That the President, vice-president, and council express their gratifi

cation at the appointment, for the first time, of a medical man to
the office of provost of Trinity College and congratulate Dr Anthony
Traill on his appointment to that distinguished position.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.-The followir g
donations have been received by the treasurer of St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital towards the building fund :-The Union of
London and Smiths Bank (Limited), ;&210; Stafford North-
cote and Co. (Limited), &pound;26 5s. ; Dr Clement Godson,
E52 10s. National Provincial Bank of England (Limited),
&pound;105 ; London and Westminster Bank (Limited), &pound;210 ; the
Capital and Counties Bank (Limited), &pound;105 ; Mr. R. C.

Ackland, .S25 ; and London and Countv Banking Company
(Limited), &pound;05. Mr. John Tann of 11, Nnwg-j.te-street, E.C.,
has given a steel chest and three wrought steel collecting
boxes to be placed at the entrances to the hospital.

VISITING PHYSICIANS AT POOR-LAW INSTITU-
TIONS.-At a recent meeting of the Bristol board of

guardians a suggestion was made by several of the members
that the gratuitous services of visiting physicians might
be obtained. The general purposes committee, however,
reported at the meeting of the guardians held on March 25th
to the effect that such an arran gement could not be made
without remuneration being provided and it recommended
that the subject should be deferred for the present. The

report was adopted, one of the guardians remarking that
physicians were ready to give their services to any charitable
institution but a Poor-law establishment was not a charitable
institution in the sense that a hospital was.

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.-NOTICE OF THE EXA-
MINATION IN PREVENTIVE MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH,
MICHAELMAS TERM, 1904 (D P H. EXAMINATION).-The
examination for the dipl. ma in Public Health will commence
on Tuesday, Nov 22nd, at 10 A. M , in the schools. The exa-
mination is in two parts, conducted partly in writing, partly
viv&acirc; voce, and in each subject partly practical. The first
part comprises the application of chemistry and physics to
general hygiene. The second part comprises the following
subjects : general pathology, with special re lation to in-
fectious diseases ; the laws relating to public health ;
sanitary engineering ; and vital statistics, Both parts may
be taken together at the same examination or they may be
taken at separate examinations, but no one is deemed

to have satisfied the examiners in Part 2 unless he
. has satisfied the examiners in the subjects of Part 1.
i The fee for admission to each pa’t is E5 5 A diploma
’is issued to every candidate who has passed in both

parts of the examinatio n but no diploma or certificate
is given in any other circumstances. Canaidates (who are

knot necessarily members of the University) must have their
names on the Medical Register and mut have satisfied all
Ithe rules of the General Medical Council of the United


